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Narrative of the Circumftances which aitended that im- 
portant Event, the Afcenfion of the late celebrated 
Catharine II. io the Throne of Ruffia, on the Depoft- 
tion of her Hufband, Peter II. 


HIS Princefs was born in the year 1729, and at the age 

of 16 married Peter-Feodovitch, who, after the ree 

volution of 1741, had, asthe fon of Anne, daughter to Peter 

the Great, been declared fucceflor to the crown. Her name 

was at that time Sophia Augutfta, (Princefs of Anhalt-Zerbft :)} 

but on the fecond baptifm, according tothe rites of the Greek 
Church, fhe afflumed the appellation of Catharine Alexiefna. 

During the firft years of her marriage, the utmoft harmony 
fubfifted between the illuftrious pair, who had two children, 
Paul the prefent Emperor, who was born in 17543 and Anne, 
who died in 1761, in the fifth yearof herage. But their do- 
meftic tranquillity was at length interrupted, and mutual affec- 
tion was fucceeded by mutual difgufl; and the moft rooted 
averfion prevailed on both fides at the time of the death of the 
Emprefs Elizabeth (which occurred on the 25th of December 
1761,) when Peter fucceeded tothe throne of Ruffia. 

During the reign of Elizabeth, Catharine had employed her 
hours of leifurein a courfe of affiduous ftudy, and had particu- 
larly applied herfelf to thofe authors who were moft eminent 
for political knowledge. Born with fuperior abilities, fhe had 
improved them bya conftant habit of reflection, and had paid 
an unremitting attention to the cultivation of her mind. Her 
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mild and infinuating manners, her engaging addrefs, and the 
a of her perfon, her unwearied afliduities, and a parpetaial 
ind of interefting con coreg _ fat the favour of 
the fufpicious E} izabeth, who ever treated her with comnla- 
cency and affection, Even her ‘hutbar nd, though his general 
behaviour to her was contemptuous and unmannerly, occafion- 
ally teftified great refpect for her fuperior abilities, and ufually 
cemianded her advice in every emergency. Whenever any 
quarrel arofe between him and Elizabeth, Catharine was fure 
to mediate between them; and Peter not unfrequently owed a 
favourable reception at Court to her influence. Afterhis ac- 
ceflion, though he frequently gave public marks of deep- 
rooted averfion, yethe would often behave to her with that 
deference, which the fuperiority of her underftanding chal- 
lenged. By an unatrountable act of imprudence, he would, 
in a full Court, inveft her with the exterior decorations of So- 
vereignty, while, in the character of a Colonel, he prefented 
toher the officers of his regiment. At the Bleffing of the 
Waters, when the Ruffian Monarch appears in all the pomp of 
Majefty, the ceremonial part was left to the Emprefs, and he 
mounted guard as Colonel, and faluted her with his pike. 
Under all ihefe circumftances, the dignity of her deportment 
was fo ftriking,that it was impoffible not to contraft her be- 
haviour with the trifling levity of her hufband’s conda&t; and 
to give the preference where it was fo evidently due—Thus 
this infatuated Prince, at the very time he was fully determined 
to divorce and imprifoa his wife, imprudeatly difplayed to his 
fubjects her capacity for empire 3 and while he proclaimed her 
forfeiture of his own efteem, adopted every method to fecure 
to her that of the whole nation. Meanwhile the breach:be- 
tween them was continually widened: He would occafionally 
behave to her with the moft brutal! contumely ; 3 and once, in 
particular, at an entertainment he gave in honour of the 
King of Pruffia, he publicly affronted her to fuch a degree, 
that the bur‘t into tears, and reti ired from’ table. Thus his in- 
julis, no lefs than his deference, equally attracted adium to 
himielf, and popularity to Catharine. 

It is alfo a well known faét, thathe more than once avowed 
an intention of arrefting her and the Great Duke, whom he 
propofed to exclude from the fucceilion, and of marrying 
Elizabeth, Countefs of Voronzof, his favourite miftrets. 
This alarming meafure was {carcely conceived before it was 
immediately conveyed to Catharine, through the imprudence 
of the Countefs, By the fame, or other means, as well as by 
the 
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the indifcfetion of Peter himfelf, the Emprefs obtained early. 
intelligence of every refolution formed againft her perfon. 
She was thus enabled to feize the decifive moment of enter 
prize, and to fecure her fafety by preventing the defigns of her 
hufband. 

Indeed her danger became every day more and more im- 
minent; and the moment of her captivity feemed at hand. 
A brick-houfe containing eleven rooms, had, by the Em- 
peror’s orders, been conftructed in the fortrefs of Schluffel- 
burgh, for a perfon of high confequence, and with fuch exe 
pedition as to be nearly completed in fix weeks. Peter went 
himfelf to the f{pot, with the view to examine it, and it was 
eafy to perceive that Catherine was the deftined tenant of the 
manfion. At-this important crifis, a meeting of her party was 
holden at Peterfburgh. This party, excepting the Princefs 
Dathof, and her particular adherents, confifted only of a few 
of the principal nobles. The moit conipicuous of thele were 
Prince Volkontki, Count Pania, Governor to the Great Duke, 
and Count Razamoffki, Hetman of the Ukraine. In the. firit 
confultations, for effe€ting the depofition of Peter III. it was 
propofed to accede to the plan of Chancellor Beftuchef, for 
declaring the Great Duke Emperor, and Catherine Regent 
during his minority. This {eemed tobe the moft natural and 
mott eligible plan ; and it was fome time before the inconve- 
nience of a minority, increafed by the inevitable dangers of a 
revolution, joined to the popularity and talents of the Emprefs, 
produced the effect of leading the infurgents to adopt the ree 
folution of placing her upon the throae. Various plans of 
iniurretion were propoied and difcuffed at thefe meetings, but 
it was at length unanimoutly agreed to delay their attempe 
until Peter’s departure for Holfteia, when, it was conceived 
Catherine might feize upon the capital, and afcend the throne. 

Although but few perfons were concerned in this momen- 
tous enterprize, the defigns of the party tranfpired, and the 
Emperor was earneitly foiicited by his friends to invettigate the 
foundation of the report. But repofing the utmoft confidente 
in the perfons whom he had placed about the perfon of his 
confort, and lulled into fatal fecurity, he reyeed with difdain 
infinuations which he deemed groundle{s, and was even of 
fended atthe mere fuggeftion of fuch a projet. One of his 
confidants prefented him a memorial in writing, in which the 
names of feveral confpirators were {pecificd.—But io great 
was his credulity, that he was heard to exciaim, ** What al- 
ways the old ftory !—here, take back your paper and do not 
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trouble me any more with your idle tales.” His uncle Prince 
George of Holftein, frequently faid, that he was tired with ten- 
dering remonftrances, as the Emperor was infenfible to the dan- 
gers of his fituation, Onthe very morning of the revolution, 
about two o’clock, an officer, who enjoyed a great fhare of 
Peter’s confidence, arrived at Oranienhaum, his favourite refi- 
dence, and demanded a private conference upon an affair of the 
greatcft importance. Being after fome difficulty, admitted, 
he acquainted the Emperor with feveral circumftances which 
feemed to indicate a confpiracy upon the point of breaking out. 
But that infatuated Prince was fo far from paying the fmallett 
attention to the intelligence, that he ordered the officer under 
immediate arreft, for prefuming to difturb him at fo late an 
hour. And yet at this very hour his depofition was finally de~ 
termined. ‘The revolution was accelerated by an event 
wholly unconnected with the defigns of the oppofite-party. 

The arreft of Paffec, a lieutenant in the guards, and a par- 
tifan of the Emprefs, excited an alarm among her friends, and 
led them to conclude that their project had been dilcovered by 
the Emperor, and although this fuppofition was foon proved to 
be erroneous, the caufe of arreft being merely an act of irregu- 
larity incompatible with military difcipline, the confternation it 
had occafioned accelerated the execution of their enterprize. 
Every moment was big with danger ; fome accident might 
fruftrate their fcheme, and a difcovery appeared inevitable, if 
the infurrection was delayed until the Emperor’s departure for 
Holftein. 

The Emprefs, however, who continued at Peterhof, fhud- 
dered at the advice to precipitate the hour of action ; her re- 
folution, at this awful crifis,*when immediate decifion was ne- 
ceflary, feemed for a moment to fail, and the hefitated to affent; 
iat her party at Peterfburgh, convinced that the leaft delay 
would prove fatal, difpatched, onthe evening of the 27th of 
June, 1762, anempty carriage to Peterhof, the appointed 
fignal for her approach to the capital, Catherine, whofe 
energy of mind foon recurred to fupport her in this dreadful 
itate of agitation and fufpence, inftantly efcaped from her 
apartment 5 and, at three o’clock in the morning, having tra- 
verfed the garden alone to the place where the carriage was 
waiting for her, was conveyed with all poffible {peed to the 
capital. It had been preconcerted that Count Panin fhould 
attend to the fafety of the Great Duke; that Gregory Orlof 
fhould remain in the capital to win over fome of the guards ; 
and 








rince 
1 ten= 
dane 
ition, 
re of 
refi- 
’ the 
tted, 
hich 
out. 
llett 
ier 
an 
de~ 
ent 


a 4 
— S we 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 25. 


and that Count Razomoffki fhould prepare his regiment for 
the reception of the Emprefs. In confequence of this deter 
mination, Catherine, upon her entrance into Peterfburgh, im- 
mediately repaired to the quastess of the Ifmailoftki guards. 
The hour was fo early, that Razomoffki, the Lieutenant Co- 
lonely had. not yet arrivec, a circumftance fufficicnt to have 
damped the boldett {pirit, The Emprefs fent for him, and 
meanwhile fummoned the officers and foldiers to her prefence. 
A few who had beenapprized by Orlof, were ready, while the 
greateft part, being unexpectedly roufed from their flumber, 
made their appearance {carcely half-drefled, 
(To be continued. ) 





On the ADVANTAGES of CONTENTMENT. 


To the PRINTER. 

SIR, 

Believe I am not the firft correfpondent, who has addreffed 

you in behalf of the wretched, or who has endeavoured to 
fubftitute cheerfulnefs and contentment for thote innumerable, 
and often unreafonable wants and wifhes, which difturb the 
days and nights of the majority of mankind; but J am per- 
fuaded I am the firft whoever addrefled you, as having accome 
plifhed that full perfection of contentment, beyond which there 
is no defire that can be gratified on this fideof the grave. 

To fuch contentment, however, have I arrived, not by great 
pains and ftudy, but by beginning early, and fortifying my 
mind againft wiihes, which it is not in my own power to ful 
fil, or wants, which when properly examined, cannot be faid to 
be wanting. I was -left at a very carly age to the care of 
friends who paid me attentions, fuch as a difpofition not natue 
rally rude and unaccommodating will generally meet with, and 
who, if they did not love me with all the affection of parents, 
at leaft performed the duties of advice and counfel, with the 
anxiety of perfons who would have been dilappointed, had 
I difgraced their tutorage. Of their admonitions nothing be» 
came fo durably fixed in my mind, as the infufficiency of riches 
to procure happinefs, the inftability of all human things, the 
neceffity of patience in our intercourfe with mankind, and thg 
certainty of a future ftate, where the inequalitics of the 
prefent would be done away. Fortified with thefe few pre 
cepts, which were neither burdenfome to retain, nor difficult 
to fummon, I entered into life with what is called a moderate 

fortune, 


-* 














26 THE WBEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





fortune, and indeed fuch a one as to many would appear a very 
moderate one, but which I have not, in the courfe of a long 
jeries of years, had the leaft inclination, or but a very tranfient 
with, to increafe. When I ufed to look round me and con- 
template the real ftate of the great and wealthy, which I had 
opportunities of doing when they were divefted of the exter~ 
nals, I faw no reafon to envy them, and I faw that wherein 
they differed from me, I had the fuperiority. They were the 
objects of calumny, and ill-will, by which they often fuffered 
without the power to repel the attack, and they were befet by 
flatterers, fycophants, and other worthlefs perfons, who hoped 
to impofe on their credulity, or betray their vanity. In my 
fituation I efcaped thofe evils ; for he who attraéts no atten= 
tion, may live quietly in the worft of times, and of countries. 

Yet I would not have it thought that difappointments have 
not fallen to my lot, fince there is no man living who may 
not, at fome time, feel that there is fomethiag in his lot which 
might be remedied, fome good which it were defirable to pro- 
cure, and fome evil which he could wifh to remove, Butin 
fuch cafes I never failed to derive confolation from the few pre= 
cepts abovementioned. If 1 loft a friend, perhaps the greateft 
calamity that can befall us in this world, I confoled mylelf 
that I once enjoyed his friendfhip, that he died my friend, that 
he remembered ine while affection could be exprefled; that, 
at belt, we were but fellow-travelicrs, and that he had got the 
ftart of me on the road, and had performed his perilous joure- 
ney but alittle before me; and that I could, however long de- 
tained in my purfuit, dwe!l with pure fatisfation on the re- 
membrance cf his many virtues, and by ftriving to emulate 
bim, preferve, in a ceriain degree, that intercourfe which would 
foon be renewed, anc be interrupted no more, 

He that can reconcile a misfortune of this kind, has little 
to fear from thole of a lefs afiGing kind. But half of what 
men Call misfortunes, are iittle elle than difappointments in 
tatters, where gratification would either have been impoflible, 
er wicked. A tondnels for the country, and for enjoying the 
Juxuriance of nature’s bounties in the {pring and fummer, has 
often betrayed me into a with that 1 were opulent enough to 
enjoy one of thofe ftatcly manfions, and extenfive parks, 
where contentment and “ sural felicity,” feemtoreign, But 
when I vifited fuch places, aud found that the owners pre- 
ferred the pleafures of London and the buftle of town amufe- 
ments, to thofe feats of tranquillity and delight, I began to 
fufpect, and not without reafon, that we value things highly, 
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only becaufe they are not our own. And I remember that 
l once completely cured mytelf of this breach of the tenth 
commandment, by hiring a fummer lodging near the iplendid 
palace and park of the Duke of » from which I returned 
to town long before the end of the feafon, pertecily reconciled 
to my houle in ftreet. 

The frequent changes, and the imperious commands of 
fafhion, arc to many a fource of great uneafinefs, which is the 
more furprifing, in my opinion, becaufe I look upon our fub- 
jection to fafhion as voluntary, or, to ufe an expreffion of Mr. 
Burke, as a “ dignified obedience and proud fubmiffion,”— 
I have not, however, learned to mortify myfelf, in order to gra- 
tify the unreafonable cuftomof people, who claim diftin@ion 
only from the extravagance to which they carry their imitation 
of the great world, I cannot conceive the pleafure that arifes 
from hazarding more money upon the turn-up of a card than 
I can afford, and I have learned to give a peremptory denial to 
all invitations to card-clubs ; and while I do not find that my 
friends really fpeak or think the worfe of me, I have the hap- 
pinefs to avoid the many embarrafiments, in which they are 
continually involving themfelves and their families, and which 
are fo great as to conftitute one half of the evils of which 
fafhionable people complain. It isa maxim with me, that he 
who. has contra&ted a habit of gaming, has acquired a vice, 
which nature did not give him. 

Indeed, fo far from having rendered myfelf lefs agreeable to 
my friends, by what they are pleafed to term my oddities, J 
know not whether I have not become a more neceflary and 
important charater with them, than if I had in all refpedés 
conformed to their cuftoms and way of thinking. I have 
fometimes overheard them faying, “ Let us have Mr. Placid 
of our party to Bath; you know he is pleafed with every 
thing.” And, to be fure, if there is any fituation in which 
I experience the advantage of having acquircd a habit of con- 
tentment, more than another, it is in encountering the vicifli- 
tudes of travelling. If the digner is bad, I confole myfelf 
that we fhall arrive at another inn, where the fupper may be 
better; and if that does not anfwer expectations, | hint to my 
companions, that we may probably be able to walb down our 
{upper forrows ina glafs of good wine. Even fhould that fail, 
I have another remedy; I repretent that it is but rare we can 
figd good wine on the road, and upon the whole, perhaps ic is 
as well, as drinking upon a journey is reckoned unwholefome. 
Fer the impertinence of waiters and poftboys, and the extrava- 
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gance of landlords, I have excufes in plenty, and am not only 
in my own mind perfeétly eafy, but have the fuccefs to make 
others fo.  Confider,” fays I, “ againft whom you are 
about to wreck your vengeance; againft thofe who err from 
ignorance, and perhaps from neceflity. ‘We have been rather 
unlucky to-day, I muft grant; the fowl that was underdone, 
and the lamb that was overdone, are ferious calamities ; but 
think what human life would be without fuch ; think in what 
an infipid manner we fhould drag eur exiltence, if all cooks 
were omnipotent, and all fcullions perfect. Befides, though 
opprefled with thefe misfortunes to-day, we may to-morrow 
arrive at an inn where calculation will turn the {pit, and ma- 
thematical precifion cover the table, where no joints will be 
tough, and no wine four. If not, and we are ftill doomed to 
eat and murmur, the end of our journey approaches, and we 
fhall return home with a double relith for thofe domeftic com- 
forts that are more at our command, comforts that are not 
embittered by the length of a di//, nor diminifhed ‘by the fe- 
crecy of an ullage.” 

In this manner, Sir, dol try to appeafe thofe angry paflions 
which fuch trifles excite. More ferious notice furely they do 
not deferve ; and yet how often do we fee the tempers of fome 
men ruffled, even to a degree of madnefs, by incidents of no 
higher importance ? Contentment is furely no difficult acqui- 
fition, if thefe are the oniy rubs of life which we have to bear; 
and though they are not the only ones, yet I am afraid they 
conftitute the majority with many people, with whom felfifh- 
nefs has more fway, than the focial affections. 

I have dwelt the longer on this inftance, becaufe much of 
that ftoicifm, which I have acquired, has arifen trom my con- 
templating the beautiful comparifon fo frequently inftituted 
between life and a journey, and I am perfuaded that the more 
frequently we dwell on this comparifon, the more we fhall learn 
to appreciate the true value of thofe things, which form the 
fubject of our wifhes and wants, It is in a great meafure, 
by fuch reflections, that 1 have acquired that perfect indiffe- 
rence to little things, which removes from me all impatience 
about them, and that decent refpect for the more ferious difpen- 
fations of Providence, which guides our eye to the end of our 
journey. 

I am, Sir, 


THOMAS PLACID. 


AccounT 
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Account of a Spanish VOYAGE of DISCOVERY. 


[From the Monruty Macazine.} 


Toth PRINTE 
SIR, 
¥FPYEFORE the commencement of the prefent unhappy con- 
BD telt, a love of literature, and a {pirit of ufeful difcovery 
were every whcte prevalent, Afcending from individuals to 
nations, a fortunate rivalry ¢ 0k place among the European 
goveraments, and the mariame fates in parti ticular feemed to 
be infpired with a laudable defire of furpafling each other 
in enterprife and exertion. The voyages of Cooke, Bougaine 
ville, Bering, Malefpina, &c. have oreatly extended the boun- 
darics of human knowledge. We have been enabled, by 
their means, to learn the manners of rude and uncultivated 
tribes, and to ftudy their pa, their habits, and their pur= 
fuits. (Geography in particular has reaped many diitinguifhed 
advantages, and we can now form more precife notions rela- 
tive to the figure, qualities, and productions of the planet we 








inhabit. 

The Spaniards, feemingly funk into floth during a whole 
century and a half, were once the moft adventurous nation 
in Europe. It was under the aufpices of one of their Princes, 
or rather Princefles, that Columbus difcovered the new world; 
and it isto the talents of their Cortes, Almagros, and Pizar- 
ros, that they are, at this prefent moment, indebted for the 
poffefiions of their immenfe territories in Americas ‘The 
prefent King, from his infancy, was attached to naval affairs 5 
and it is but juttice to obferve, that the marine has attained a 
greater degree of confideration under his reign, than under 
th hat of any of his predeceflors. 

The voyages of our Cooke -_ d the cur iofity, and even 
jealoufy of the nei ghbouring ftates; and the Spanifh Court 
has fitted out {eve ral veflels for xprels purpofe of fur- 
pafling the exploits of the Englith navigator. The follows 
ing particulars of the laft attempt of this kindy which has 
made but little no.fc, and has not even been mentioned by any 
Englifh journal, cannot fail to proc tention. A magni 
ficent work is at this prefznt moment Madrid prefs, con- 
taining a full and dmple detail! of all the tranfactions that oc- 
curre d during this voyage of difcovery 5 and, on its publica» 
tion, ve fhall be gratified with am account of the manners and 
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as the weftern coaft of the Molu 
the river Ia Plata, after having furmounted all the dangers in- 
cident to thofe fouthert u 

lavii g been equippe ( 
Montecedia, they joincd a flect of frigates and re; 
and failed for Cadiz, where they arrived after a pafla; 
ninety days, with cargoes to the amount of eight millions 
dollars in money and merchandi 

Chefe voyages have not a 4k ttle contributed to the exten- 

fion of botany, mineralogy, and navigation, In beth hemi- 
pheres, and inava 
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riety of different latitudes » Many experiments 
were made relative to the weight of bodi CSy W ich vill tend 
to very important difcoveries, conneéted with the irregular 
form of our r glol e; thefe will alio be highly uleful, fo far as 
refpecls a fixed and general meafuree While examining the 
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on their progrcts in civil 
humanity, thefe difcoveri 
fhed. On the contrary, all the tribes with whom they had 
any connection, will blefs the meme ory of thele navigators, 
who have furnifhed them with ufeful eons prefented tien 
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with a variety of inftru nents, and made them 
feveral arts, of which they were before pore ignorant. 

The veffels brought back nearly the whole of their crews 5 
neither of them, in fhorr, loft more than three or four men 3 
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which is wonderful, if we but confider the unhealthy climate 
of the torrid zone, to whicl they were fo long expofed. 

Don Antonio de Valdés, the Minifter of the Marin ey who 
encouraged and fupported this expedition, with his accufiomed 


zeal, is bufied at this moment in drawing up a detailed account 
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Ve er ae eae , sats. ian aa lee ona 
tified with charts, maps, sie engravings now preparing, to ac- 


company if. 








in the mean time he has prefented to the t Ring the Captaiz 
Don Alex. Malefpina, Don Jofeph de Baftimcate, Don Dicn 
Galeano, and the Licutenant Don Carl. fe Cevallos. Thefe 

licers are entitled to, and will foon experience, the reyal 
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Account of the Earthquake fell in various Parts of Eng- 
land, November 18, 17055 with fome Obfervations 
thereon. 


Py Epwarp Witiraxer Gray, ALD, F.R.S, 
[Read he fore vie Royal Society, May 12, 1796.] 


H AV . bcen defired by the Prefident of the Royal So- 
4 cicty to draw up, from various letters tranfmitted to him 
and to the Society, and from fuch other authentic information 
as I might be able to procure, an account of the earthquake 
which was felt in moft of the midland counties of England, 
on Wednelday, November 18, 1795, I beg leave to lay before 
the Society the following account thereof; which, however 
imperfect it may be, contains all tiie material information I have 
becn able to obtain upon the fubje@. 

7 ea er happened, as is already faid, on Wednefday, 
Noy. 18, about cleven o’clock at night. ‘The ftate of the 
we eh ‘end other circumftances previous to it, are defcribed 
in fome of the lettershereafter noticed. Before I proceed to 
take notice of them, I fhall endeavour to give a general idea 
of its extent. 

Ic appears that the fhock was felt as far to the north as 
Leeds, and as far to the fouth as Briftol. ‘To the eaft it was 
felt as far as Norwich, and to the weft as far as Liverpool. 
Its extent from north to fouth, therefore, was about 165 miles ; 
and ics extent from caft to weft about 175. In this latter di- 
rection, or rather fro north-eaft to fouti -weft, it may be faid 
to have reachcd nearly acrofs the ifland, ; 

The counties in which I have any account of the earthe 
quake having been perceived are Somerfetfhire, W rt 
O: <fordihire, | Buckingham hire, No rial hamptonihire, Hunt ge 
donbhire, wedteik, Lincolnihire, Leic efterfhire, Warwicke 
fhire, Gloucefterthire, Hereferdthire, Worcefterfhire, Stafe 
fordihire, Chethire, Der rbyfhire, Nottinghamthire, Yorkthire, 
and Lancafhire. 

To thofe counties may, I think, be fafely added Rutland- 
Shire, Berkfhirc, Bedfordthirey Cambridgeihire, and Shrope 
fhire. Ihave out indeed met with any account of the earthe 
quake from either of them ; but, whoever will examine the 
fituation of thele counties, with refpect to thole above enume« 


rated, 





“— 


~ Ur Oe 





es 


20ns 


So- 
him 
On 
ake 
ind, 
ore 
ver 
ave 


ayy 
he 
ed 

to 


ea 


as 
as 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. = 33 


rated, will find it difficult to conceive that they were not, in 
fome degree, affefed by it *. 

Perhaps a general idea of the extent of the earthquake can- 
not be better obtained, than by fuppofing the four places ale 
ready mentioned as its extreme pvints, namely, Briftol, Liver- 

poo s], Leeds, and Norwich, to be joined by right lines, fo as 
to form a quadrangle. That quadrangle will comprife, aS ace 
curately as {uch a figure can be expécted to do, the parts to 
which it may reafonably be prefumed to have extended, 

Refpe&ting the effects of the earthquake in many of the 
counties above-menti ee [ have not veen able to collect any 
particulars which pear to me we rth relaci: Ng 5 with re gard to 
fuch counties, therefore, I think it unneceflary to do rs thing 
more than to arc pe having reached them. And, for fuch 
record, [ have, in { me inftance s, confidered the newlpapers of 
the refpectives counties, or fomefuch public teftimony, as fufe 
ficient authority; provided the fituation of the place where the 
earthquake was faid to have been felt was fuch as to come 
within the general outline of its extent. 

I fhall now proceed to thofe details refpeGing the earthquake 
which have been received from various counties; taking them 





in the order in which thofe counties are mentioned above. 

From Belton, the feat of Lord Brownlow, in Liacolnthire, 
the following “ unt was tent by Mr. Chiriflopher Driffield, 
tn a lettes datcd November 19. 

6 We had ge se 8 a moft violent hurricane of wind, 
which began about cight o’clock in the mo: mings and continued 
till about one. Afier the wind fettled we had a heavy rain, 
which ceafed about four ia the afternoon, and it was avery finc 
evening ; but, about eleven o’cle ck, as near as I can fay, we 
felt a terrible thock of aa earthquake, which lafted about two 
feconds, It fhook the chair in which I was fitting, beginning 
with a violent rumbling, or noife, as if fome large caniiags ehad 
run againft the gas e-pott. It went from north to fouth. Ie 
was generally felt at Grantham, and in this neighbour- 
hood.” 

The following account of its effects in Leicefterfhire, is 

given ina letter trom Mr, William Kiag, dated Belvoir-Cuat 


tie, November 30, 
Tl ne 


* T know it has been faid that earthquakes have been felt at two 
places diitant from cach other, and not at an intermediate place ; 
but I fee no fuilicient reafon for fuppofing that to have been the 
cafe in the prefent inftance. 
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“ The earthquake happened, as near as I ean recollect, 
about five or ten minutes after eleven in the evenings The 
wind during the day had been very brifk, but toward the even- 
ing (fix o’clock) it became almoft totally calu, and continued 
fo the whole night. The fhock was ftrong enough at the 
caftle to waken thofe who were afleep. Some, though out few, 
thought it was an hanes ames 3 the general opinion was that 
fomethin ng had fallen down in the room over head; or had 
ftruck the floor underneath; or that an adjoining partition or 
door had received a blow. Pendulous bodies were put in 
motion, as well as fome doors that were not fhut. Inftances 
of both thef fe happened in the caftle, and they, in fome mea- 
fure, confirm an opinion that the fhock was undulatory. It 
happened at atime when few were out of doors, but fome 
were, and they all agree that the fhock was not attended with 
any extraordinary hght; neither was there any ball of fire, 
ad any fingular motion, in the air. 

The Rev. Mr. Peters, whole refidence is at Knipton, a 
nile and a halt from the caflle, gives the fe lowing account. 
He was going to bed, but, at the inftant, ftood with his back 
againfi a wall; he found the whole room fhake, particularly 
the bed curtains. As hehad felt many earthquakes in Italy, 
he immediately knew it to be one, and was attentiveto the 
confequences. ” He declares that the air wascalm atthe time; 
had no no noife in it; nor did he perceive any extraordinary 
light. Koipton is in a low fituation, and was faken as much 
as the caftle.’ P 


OF its ree at Ke mre orth, ‘a Warwickfhire, the following 
dcfcription is given by Robert Augultas Johnfon, Efq. F.R.S. 
i x lett ter d isicd oven er ot 


The earthquake was felt at Kenilworth about twenty 
fter eleven 5 but our common clocks are ufually kept 
with the fun, and weve therefore, at that time, nearly a quarter 
of an hour too fait; by true time, l reckon it to have been 
fix minutes paft cleven, I had lain down tome little time, 
when I fc! | 


lrthe bed raifed up. My firft idea was that a large 


PT . m9 eh oo . j 6 ? 2 © £ 1 
ad cot under it, but the immediate fhaking of the cure 


mMinules a 





tains, and of the room, convinced me this could not be the 
caie. All thofe who were inbed, and awake at the time, ¢ 

icribe it ia the fame way; every one fuppofing that their be ée 
were ratfed 
not fo univer 
were en: 


living creature under them. It was 





by perions who were up; thofe wha 
} 


‘ 
aged in converlation did not, in gene sral, perceive it 5 
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but, of thofe whofe attention was lefs occupied, fome felt the 
feats flipping from under them, others faw things move which 


vere hung up, and fome heard the doors and windows rattle. 
M: any me it was attended with a low rumbling noife, but this 





I did not hea The motion, as welias I can judge, continued 
nearly twof nee The evening was perfectly calm, after a 
moft tempeffuous night and day, with the wind nearly fouth- 
welt. ‘lhe barometer, for tiirty-fix hours preceding, had 


varied very remarkably. On Tucfday morning, the 17¢h, it 
ftood at 30.23, but funk gradually, during the courfe of taat 
rapidly in the "ig : Tothe belt of my recol- 
; on Wednefday morning at 28. 63» § and that 
ittle before the fhock was felt, at 28. 8. The =~ 
aroom without a fire. was about 48 or 49° the 
role ca} am net able to fate the pte of moiiture in 
the air, (my hygrometer being broken) but it was loaded with 

idity nva king the e pafla ge walls and floorsdamp. The 


the earthquake were moft fenfibly felt on the tops of 


h ground ; but [ have not heard of its having 
%? 








done any damage in this country. 
From Worcefter the fc owing account of it was fent by 

Dr. Jotinftone of that city, in a letter dated November 24. 

y perfons in bed, about 





‘he earthquake was chiefly feltb 





eleven #’clock, or five minutes after, who de {cribe the fenfation 
o have been as if fome perion under the bed had heaved it up. 


That fenfation was ae ded, the inttant before, by a noife 
t 


which fome call rumbling, and whica others compare to the 
falling of tiles, though none fell from the houies where they 
lived, any perfons heard the winJows and doors of their 
rooms rattle at the fame time, which increaled their alarm, 
‘Thander and lightning nad becn obferved fome days before ; 
and feweral periois, ct a delicate ftate of health, pafled the 
night of the 18thina reltlefs unealy manner, without knowing 
wiy, though very much inthe manaer in which they ufed to 
be affected by thuade: stning.”’ 
i, ) 
/ 
A Se aero Ae bio / 4 JEWS é SPAIN, 
i thetbeginning of the tenth century, when books were 
fo fear In Span among Chiriitians, that one andthe fame 
Bibie terved different monalteries ; the Spanith Jews imported 
raft from sbylony where they | d academies, fupported 


by 
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by themfelves. In the year 967, Rabbee Mofes, and his fon, 
Rabbee Enoch, having been taken by pirates, were fold as 
flaves at Cordova, and redeemed by their br ie en, who efta- 
blifhed a fchool at Cordova, of which this Mofes was ape 
pointed the head, He being defirous of returning back to his 
own country, the Moorifh King of Cordova would : 10t give 
his confent, rejoicing that his Hebrew fubjeéts had now ma fers 
of their own religion at home, without the neceflity of ree 
ceiving them fi from a forei gn univerfity; and every indulgence 
was granted them with refacét to their wordhip 5 exhidtting a 
true fpirit of toleration, worthy to be followed by their Chiil- 
tian fucceflors. 

In the year 1039, Rabbee Ezechias was put to death at 
Babylon. He had tucceeded Hai Gazon, whofe fons fied to 
Spain, by which the elderfhip of the Gazons became extinct, 
and their college was transferred to Cordova, whence a fwarm 
of Hebrew px ets if ued forth, who have been noticed by va- 
rious lear: ned writers. Our countryman, Thomas Hyde e, in 
his treatife De Ludis Orientalibus, mentions a Hebrew poem, on 
the game of chefs, by Aben Ezra. 

In Portugal, Rabbee David Ben Solomon Ben David Ia- 
chifa, of Lifbon, who lived in 1440, wrote a treatife on Hee 
brew poetry, which was tranflated into Latin, by Genebrard, 
and printed in 1587, a: the end of his J/agoge, toread Hebrew 
without points: It abounds with quotations of the different 
metres of the Hebrew poetry in Spain. 

The Spanifh language owes to the Jews a particular obli- 
gation for that curious verfion of the Hebrew books of the 
Old Teftament, which, after their expulfion by John II. was 
printed at Ferrara,in 1553, in black letters. ‘This verfion is 
thought to have been made by David Kimchi, in the tenth 
century. Father Sarmiento has given critical reafons for at- 
tributing this verfion to the age of Kimchi, and cenfires 
Father Simon for faying it was made at the time it was printed. 

Rabbee Abraham Cohen Herrera, commonly called Irira, 
was born in Portugal in the fixteenth century, and dicd in the 
Netherlands, in 1631. He compofed a work in the Spanifh 
language, which was afterwards tranflated into Hebrew, and 
thence into Latin, with the title, Porta Celarum. This book 
difplays great campersnnty with the Arabian philofovhy, fa- 
vours the cabbalittical fuperititions, but contains fome very 
acute metaphyfical argument, refembling Clarke’s Demonttra- 
tions of the Being of a God. 
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On the EPICURISM and LUXURY of the ROMANS. 


To th PRINTER. 
SIR, 
AVING feen fome remarks in your ufeful mifcellany, 
on the luxury of ancient Rome, it may not be unpleafing 
tofome of your readers to be informed of the height to which 
epicurilay was carried, during the Confulfhip of Afinius Celer, 
and may ferve to fhew, in its proper colours, (to the gay and 
licentious of the prefent day,) the deteftation in which glut- 
tony ever was, and ever will be held, by men of fenfe; particu- 
larly as the fufferings of the laborious poor, at this time, cannot 
but fill every feeling mind with fentiments of commileration. 

We find that Pliny makes frequent mention of the high 
price given by the epicures of his day for the mullus barbatus, 
(vel rub.) and Juvenal has thefe words on this fubject : 

© Mullum fex millibus emit 
“ £quantem fane paribus fiftertia libris.” 
Horace informs us, that a red mullet of three pounds was 
efteemed rare by the Romans, on account of its fize ; confe- 
quently that fo high a price fhould be given (for fo {mall a 
fh) is the more aftonifhing. 

The fur-mullet (alluded to above) is very plenty on the 
weftern coafts of Cornwall, and are often taken much larger 
than was common with the Romans. Thefe are, in general, 
fold at very low prices at Penzance, and the other fithing 
towns of Mount’s Bay. The high price now feton the turbot 
and fohn-dory*, fhows the caprice by which epicures of dif» 
ferent ages and nations are guided, in their gouts. The ftory 
of Quin’s going from London to Plymouth, ty eze John-dory 
in perfection, is ftill told in that neig!bourhood. I thall con- 
clude this fubject on ancient epicurifin, by the following pic 
ture of an expiring glutton, extracted from a periodical paper, 
publifhed fome time fince. 

On his fick couch, behold the gletton lies, 

With wearied palate, and with languid eyes. 

« Alas! [ now,” exclaims he, with a figh, 

“© No more thall tafte the eel or ven’fon pie:’” 

With eager gaip! to fpeak again he tries; 

The labour’d fecret, with its author, dies ” 
Yeavil, Dec. 19, 1796. G:DIPUS. 
Vow. XXIX, 724, F Anfwer, 


* The provincial name given to a flat fith, much valued for the 


delicacy of its favour. 
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4Anfwer, by TV. Bickham, Funior, of Afhburton, to T. Welch's 


Enigma, inferted O€tober 3. 


OME hither HOPE, without delay, 
And banifh far from us difmay. 
4{+ We have received the like anfwer from T. Bullock, 
of St. Columb; J. Williams, junior, of Plymouth; E. Sher- 
man, of Cornwood; J. Gidley, and W. Hoare, of Dean 


Prior; and J. Browne, of Bridgewater. 





Lnfwer, by D, Palfrey, of Chard Academy, to P. Gove’s Chae 
rade, inferted Ogtober 10. 


SHIPWRECK, Sir, wi:hout a doubt, 


Will make your charade clearly cut. 


tit Wehave reccived the like anfwer from T. Greenflade, 
of Chard; W. Bickham, junior, Afhburton; T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; J. Gidley, and W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; Ocdi- 
pus, of Yeovil; G. Harrifon, junior, of Eaft Coker; E. Sher- 
man, of Cornwood; W.and T. Maddick,of Rattery; Wil- 
liam Hole, of Sidmouth; T. Bullock, of St.Columb; Noah 
Coles, junior, of Crediton; and John Williams, junior, of 
Plymouth. 





4 REBUS, by Ocdipus, of Yeovil. 


Bs epee firft a fage of Athens find; 
As Romifh fe& nexg call to mind; 
Thirdly, kind gents, ye muft explore, 

A god the Romans did adore; 
And next, Vil beg you to produce 
A tyrant fam’d of Syracufe; 
“race the Sicilian chart with care, 
An ifland of that fea declare; 
A city’s founder you'll next find ; 
A letter lattly bring to mind, 
Which is of Pythagoric mind: f 
Tne initials, when join’d, an a& will declare, 
To which many vainly pretending, 
By their failures too often occafion defpair, 
And ruin inftcad of befriending. 


6 POETRY, 
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O more I wander the mufe-haunted grove, 
Where deeds of glory {well the epic ftrain, 
Or where the raptures of requited love, 


An Elegy occafioned by walking in Weftminfter Abbey. 


Wake the {weet numbers of th’ impafiion’d fwain. 


For ah! how tranfient love’s endearing joy, 


That richeft boon of favouring Heav’n to man; 


And what ambition, but an infant's toy, 
To minds that ponder life’s contracted {pan ? 


Then come, reflection, nymph of fober mien, 


Who rov’d beneath the yew tree’s fhade with Gray ; 


Teach me to meditate the folemn {cene, 


As penfive “ through the Jong drawn aifles”’ I ftray. 


Here oft has Britain’s royal pageant pafs’d, 
And titl’d pride her gaudy charms difplay’d ; 

Here would the crowd with Pagan ardour hafte 
T’ adore the idol that their folly made. 


Yet, a few feafons fled, the train return’d, 


With hearts untouch’d,to mimic forrow’s gloom ; 


With woe’s grintace the pompous herald mourn’d, 


And lavifh’d flatt’ry o’er the fenfelefs tomb. 


Here jarring ftatefmen meet, once haughty foes, 
Who fpurn’d indignant at a rival’s pow’r ; 
There beauty withers like the blufhing roe, 
The fragrant pride of fummer’s tranfient hour, 


The votive fong to Delia’s vernal gloom, 
Vibrates no raptures on her deaten’d ear 3 

Ev'n proud ambition loops beneath a tomb, 
And pleafure’s fyren voice is filent there. 


Dumb, too, the minftrel’s harp, whofe magic lays 
Arous’d the valiant breaft to deeds of fame ; 

Yet time fhall fpare the virtuous poet’s praile, 
And age to age repeat his honour’d name. 


Yet here, till wifdom fly the Britith coaft, 
Oft-times the mufing moraliit fhall come, 

Heedle!s of grandeur’s monumental boatt, 
To feek, good Addifon, thy humbler tomb, 


And long thy precepts with refiftlefs pow’r, 
Shall lure the wand’rer to the fhrine of truth; 


— 
Chale 
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Chafe puerile folly from life’s ev’ning hour, 
And whifper caution to impetuous youth. 


Nor view’d with carelefs eve the recent grave 
Of Johnfon, moral Mentor of our age, 
Though mark’d by fuperitition for her flave, 
Though bigotry deform th’ hiitoric page. 


Lo! where the fage, by liit’ning crowds rever'd, 
W hofe well-earn’d honours grateful {cience paid, 
And chiefs whofe proweis fteel-clad legions fear’d, 
Repofe alike in death’s oblivious fhade. 


No victor’s fhout, no foothing voice of fame, 
Shall pierce the gloomy caverns of the ground ; 
But darknefs there her filent empire claim, 
Till nature hear the trump celeitial found. 


And is it thus the various ranks of men, 
‘The mean, the wife, the tyrant, and the flave, 
Whate’er through devious life their path had been, 
All meet at lait aflociates in the grave ? 


Then why fhould pen’ry mourn her lowly birth, 
Or titl’d pride affume the brow of {fcorn, 

rom life’s lait {cene fince all but mora! worth 
Flies like night vifions at the fong of morn? 


Hence let ambition’s vot’ries fondly dream 

Of wealth’s heap’d treafures, and the dome of fate, 
At honour’s thrine indulge the airy fcheme, 

Or crowd obfequious round preferment’s gate. 


Be rather mine, to bend in virtue’s fane, 
Her cares, her duties, and her joys to know ; 
The figh of want to hear, the fhrick of pain, 
And with compzflion’s generous warmth to glow. 


Be mine, religion, of thy hope poflefs’d, 
Tranquil to finith lite’s eventtal hour, 
My mem’ry dear to fome congenial breatt, 
My fod by friendthip ttrew’d with many a flow’r. 





To him whe lamented feeing a beautiful Woman weep. 
Ss A 





By Mrs. Ropinson. 


4 ie lucid tear, from Lefbia’s eye 
Down her foft cheek in pity flows; 
As ether drops forfake the tky, 

To cheer tne drooping, bluthing rofe. 
For, like the fun, her eyes diffufe 

O’er her face fo bright a ray, 
That tears mufl fall like heav’nly dews, 
Leit the twin cofes fade away. 








